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Claims h21, as of May 31, 2001, (Date of Response to Final Office Action). 

(Amended) A system for populating parameters of design cells defining the physical 
layout oOrfcierarchical semiconductor structure comprising: 

a global filecJfglobal variables relating to layout of element blocks of the hierarchical 
semiconductor structure; 

a plurality of local files, each lbsal file containing parameters relating a plurality of local 




\^ variables to the global variables; and, 



a plurality of programmable design cells, eacn^U corresponding to a local file and 
having a set of parameters created by relating the correspondihg4ocal variables within a local file 
to appropriate global values from the global file such that changes of^k^al variables in the 
global file may cause changes in the cells in accordance^with parameters in th^ieoal files. 



: 

2. (Amended) The computerized system of dkim 1, wherein at least one local file comprises 
an inherit file which inherits parameters from the global file. 




3. The computerized system of clainr 1, wherein each local file comprises an instance file. 

\\ 4. The computerized system o£claim 1, further comprising a plurality of master files, each 
master file acting as an initial version of a corresponding local file. 



5. The computerized sysxem of claim 1, further comprising a cleansheet file containing 
current design rules for the'plurality of cells such that values for the global variables of the global 
file are derived therefrom. 
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6. TRfe^Qmputerized system of claim 5, further comprising an extract mechanism to update 
values for the glofe^variables of the global file from the current design rules of the cleansheet 
file. 

7. The computerized system of claihKL further comprising a mechanism to display values 
for the local variables of a local file, and permit^H^er to change one or more of the values. 

8. The computerized system of claim 1, further comprishm an update mechanism to update 
the set of parameters of each cell by reading values for the global\ariables to which the local 
variables of the corresponding local file correspond. 



97^---^Amendsd) A computer-readable medium having a computer program stored thereon to 
cause a suitably equipped coinputerteoiEdate a set of parameters of a design cell by relating local 




variables of a local file for the design cell to a globaTIHe-efLglobal variables relating to layout of 
element blocks of a hierarchical semiconductor structure such that changesTrf^glebal variable in 
the global file may cause oranges in the cells in accordance with parameters in the local files. 




10. The computer-readable\iedium of claim 9, wherein each local file comprises an inherit 
file. 

11. The computer-readable mediurr^f claim 9, wherein each local file comprises an instance 
file. 



\\ iz. The computer-readable medium of claiin 9, further having a second computer program 
stored thereon to cause the suitably equipped computer to update values for the global variables 
of the global file from current design rules of a cleahsheet file. 
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13. The computer-readable medium of claim 9, further having a second computer program 
storedTheFeQnto display values for the local variables of the local file, and permit a user to 
change one or moreofthe^alues. 

\14. The computer-readable medium of claim 9, whereiiTthe^^nrjuter program is written in 
the SKILL computer language that is utilized in conjunction with Design Framework II software 
available from Cadence Design Systems, Inc. 



157^(4jp en( ied) A computer comprising: 
a processor; 



a computer-readabk medium; 

a global file of global v^i^bles stored on the medium at least some of the global variables 
relating to layout of element blocks ofo^erarchical semiconductor structure; 

a plurality of local files stored on the^tnQdium, each local file containing parameters 
relating a plurality of local variables to the global variables; and, 

a computer program executed by the processor fromth^j medium to automatically update 
a set of parameters for each of a plurality of programmable designfrells, each cell having a 
corresponding local file, by reading, from the global file, values for the glbfe^l variables to which 
the loca l variables of the local filhj correspond. 



16. The computer of claim 15, whetein each local file comprises an instance file. 



17. The computer of claim 15, wherein eaisJi local file comprises an inherit file. 



18. The computer of claim 1 5, further comprising second computer program executed by 

( ^ ( \\ the processor from the medium to display values for tn^local variables of a local file, and permit 

a user to change one or more of the values. 
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19. The computer of claim 15, further comprising a plurality of master files stored on the 
medium, each maste*\file acting as an initial version of a corresponding local file. 

20. The computer of claim 15, further comprising a cleansheet file stored on the medium and 
containing current design rules iot the plurality of cells such that values for the global variables 
of the global file are derived therefrc 



21 . Th " 7»uter of claim 20, further cohrorising a second computer program executed by 
the processor from the medium to update values^r the global variables of the global file from 
the current design rules of the cleansheet file. 

(Amended) A computerized method comprising: 

changing^vithin a cleansheet file at least one of a plurality^design rules for defining the 
physical layout of a hierarcmc^s^miconductor structure; 

updating values for a plurality oF^loljal variables of a glptfal file based on the design 
rules of the cleansheet file; and, 

updating a set of parameters of a programmable ^ignc^Ujy relating corresponding 
local variables of a local file corresponding to the pr^ammable design celkQ^corresponding 
global, variables of the global file. 



23. The computerized method of claim Z2, wherein each local file comprises an inherit file. 

24. The computerized method of claim 22, wherein each local file comprises an instance file. 



25. The computerized methojzf of claim 22, wherein the computerized method is performed in 
conjunction with Design Framework II software available from Cadence Design Systems, Inc. 



